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Spartan Spears
1.  Magic 3: Three parallel groups of words, usually separated by commas that create a poetic rhythm or add support for a point (NOT just three words; that is just a list). The parallel element may be many things: verb phrases, prep phrases, adjective phrases, gerund phrases, infinitive phrases, participial phrases, adverb phrases, noun phrases, specific details, hyphenated modifiers, quotes, dependent clauses, etc.)

Examples: 

If I had a ketchup stain on my shirt, or if my hair looked like a mad scientist, or if I had black pepper stuck between my teeth, she would tell me the truth no matter what!
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As I sat there looking into her beautiful brown eyes, I thought to myself, “What if my hair is messed up?” or, “What if there’s food between my teeth?” or, “What if I say something stupid?”

Sometimes I wonder why it is that the smart guys always get picked on. It’s always, “Hey, look, it’s the nerd coming carrying all those library books,” or “What do you think you’re doing? This is OUR lunch table!” or “Brainy, will you do my homework for me?”

2.  Figurative Language: Literary Devices such as similes, metaphors, personification, hyperbole (over-exaggeration), idioms, aphorisms, and alliteration (repeating the same sound in successive words). 

Examples: 

Hyperbole: My mom never lets me do anything; I have to study every single day for a million hours, and it just kills me! 

Simile: The students swarmed around the teacher like ants on a leftover snickers bar.

[image: image4.wmf]Idiom: I was looking forward to our fishing trip so much, but when I looked outside, I gloomily realized it was raining cats and dogs. 

Alliteration: The picture-perfect purple painted pre-school room was playful and pleasant.
Metaphor: Looking at all the notes to be taken and all the books to be read, I realized that this   class was a nightmare. 
[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf]Personification: My history book sat on the table next to my desk, staring at me, begging me to read it, promising me 100’s on all my tests, but I decided I would much rather play computer games. 
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3.  Specific Details for Effect: (AKA: Show Don’t Tell / Narrowed Topics) Using specific details rather than vague generalizations, the writer creates a clear picture in the reader’s mind of the mood, person, place, or thing being described. 
Examples: 
On Thanksgiving, our dining table was transformed into a mile-long buffet of steaming white fluffy mashed potatoes, sugary sweet brownies, cakes, pies, and a roasted, golden-brown turkey. 
As I stepped out onto the stage, my heart was beating a thousand miles a minute, my palms were sweaty, my pulse was racing, and my hands trembled. 

4.  Anaphora: (AKA: Repetition for Effect) Writers often repeat specially chosen words or phrases to emphasize a point or stress certain ideas for the reader. 
Examples:  There she was – the perfect date for my first prom. How lovely she looked in that pink 
satin gown, how lovely her hair flowed down onto her bare shoulders, how lovely her pearl 
necklace circled her neck, and how lovely her face shown as she smiled across the room at 
me.
Maybe it’s the way the mountains reach the clouds, maybe it’s the way the waterfalls dive off every cliff, maybe it’s the way everything is peaceful and quiet, or maybe it’s all of that combined.

5.  Explode the Moment: (AKA: Expanded Moment & Writing in Slow Motion) Instead of speeding past a moment, writers often emphasize it by slowing down time and describing every movement, sensation, and second in detail. This is often used for the climax of a story to show its importance to the reader. 

Example: As the sweat soaked through my deep blue uniform, and my heart began to beat like a horse’s legs thumping against the coarse sand of a racetrack, with a face distinguished by fear, but the heart of a champion, I stepped up to the plate. As the pitcher made his wind-up, my throat began to crack and crumble and my socks began to whither. I clenched and unclenched my white knuckles around the bat. My knees began to knock and a lion came alive inside of me. I pulled the bat up behind my shoulder and gathered all my strength like a coiled snake.   –Craig Bartosh

6.  Humor:  Using amusing (but appropriate) words, phrases, or imagery to make the reader chuckle to himself/herself and laugh out loud.  Humor makes the writing enjoyable for the reader. 


Example: She finally looked my way, and I flashed my charming, adorable, I’m-so-cute smile. She giggled and turned to whisper something to her friend. She was probably telling him how cute I was. That was when my friend leaned over with a grin and gently nudged me, “Hey Romeo, you’ve got spinach in your teeth.”


7.  Hyphenated Modifier: A group of words (or complete sentence) used to describe a noun and add never-to-be-forgotten voice to your writing. 

Examples: Every time my relatives visit, my mom always gives me her clean-up-your-
room-this-instant and keep-your-elbows-off-the-table speeches. 


The students looked at the teacher with a you-lost-me-at-the-first-word expression.


The girls in 2nd period always bring their the-earth-revolves-around-us attitudes.

8.  Full Circle Ending: Echoing (NOT copying word for word) a word, phrase, quote, etc. from the introduction (lead) in the conclusion paragraph. This gives the writing a cohesive (tied together) feeling and makes the paper feel finished. 
Example:  

Lead: It all started on an ordinary afternoon on a summer day in June. School was out for the summer, and I was wandering around at Stonebriar Mall as usual spending money that I didn’t need to spend on clothes, books, and toys that I didn’t need. Little did I know my life was about to change.

(…)
Conclusion: Somehow, I managed to blurt out “Sure, I’d love that.” We hopped over the growing puddle of coffee and sat at a table near the windows. For the next three hours, Bethany and I discussed many topics like life, love, and proper grammar. Surprisingly, we found out that we had more in common than we could have ever imagined. An ordinary afternoon turned into the most special afternoon of my life, the day I met the girl of my dreams, the day I met my best friend. 


9.   Allusion: Referencing another artistic work in your writing; connecting your story to another story, movie, fable, myth, play, painting, etc. 
Example: “How does this dress make me look?” my mom asked. 

      “I think it makes you look 15 years younger,” I replied with a huge grin.


      She laughed and smiled, “You better be careful, or your nose will grow 15 inches   
                 longer!”




  -allusion to Pinocchio fairy tale



